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IT TAKES
A VILLAGE

In February of 2016, Darlene
brought her newborn baby, Bienca,
to the Clinic of Hope.

Bienca had been born
prematurely and was not eating well
or gaining weight. She was severely
malnourished and her body was
working too hard to try to survive.

Thanks to visiting medical teams
in February and March of last year,
Bienca was able to receive acute
medical care and medicine to help
her body fight more efficiently.

Once her health stabilized, it was
time to start the long uphill battle of physical, emotional and spiritual
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Moments Like These

In February, | was blessed to work in the eye clinic as we evaluated and
cared for those with eye concerns. We were especially looking for those with
cataracts to be considered for Friday surgery by a Haitian ophthalmologist
who would be coming from Port-au-Prince.

On Thursday, a young woman, carrying her 1-month-old daughter, led
her 57-year-old father into the Clinic of Hope —three generations. M. Derilus
was blind because of cataracts and had come hoping the ophthalmologist
would be able to give him sight. He was evaluated and cleared for surgery.

After surgery and while in recovery, M. Derilus held his granddaughter
and softly hummed her to sleep. Watching this bond between grandfather
and granddaughter touched my heart.

On the day after surgery, when the bandages were removed, M. Derilus
saw his precious 1-month-old granddaughter for the first time. His smile lit
up the room and there was much rejoicing. “It is moments like these that we
do this work,” the surgeon said.

| couldn’t agree more.

By Ann Petersen, HFH board and team member
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